
   3rd Grade TAG - Week of May 4th 

 

Hello 3rd Grade TAG Students and Parents! 

    I have so enjoyed hearing from many of you and seeing your 
“endangered proof” plants, and I hope you have had fun using your 
creativity! Don’t forget, you can always contact me with any questions or 
concerns you may have (kutz@fultonschools.org ).    Please do not spend 
any more than 60 minutes a week on the optional TAG work and always 
keep in mind that it is all about the learning, and as you all know, learning 
can be very fun! Remember that you can also post any of your work on 
our 3rd Grade Team site 3rd Grade Team Link  .  

        I miss each of you everyday����! 

Mrs. Kutz 

Week of May 4th Virtual Lesson: 

TAG Essential Question: How can we learn and respond to the problems 
of endangered animals creatively? How can we continue to create plants 
that are less likely to be endangered?  

1. I hope you all are continuing to have fun with your plant projects! If 
you did not get to work on them, I hope you know that I understand 
����. If you did get to work on them, thank you for sharing them. 
Remember that even if you have only done one or two, please send 
me an email or post any of your plants on our 3rd Grade Teams site - 
3rd Grade Team Link . 
 
2. Here is a little game that some of you might enjoy playing. This is a 
game that explores how ecosystems are all about balance, and during 
this game I hope you learn more about how different species of plants 
and animals depend on one another and how changing resources can 
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impact an entire ecosystem. If you have trouble for any reason getting 
on to the site, please do not worry and just skip this.  
 

https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/plum14_int_mountainscramble/mountain-scramble-an-
ecosystem-game/ 

  

3.  Please choose and start one of the following activities and see what you can 
create while also learning! (Remember that you can use MackinVIA resources 
and/or the US Fish and Wildlife website - https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/. 

Create an alphabet book of 
endangered animals. Each page 
should contain some important facts 
about the animal and what the 
animal’s status is (threatened, 
endangered, rare, or extinct). Include 
a colored illustration of the animal in 
its natural habitat for each page. 

Create a diorama of a habitat with at 
least 3 endangered animals in it. 
Using an index card or other paper, 
write down 3 of the most important 
facts about each animal as well as its 
current status (threatened, 
endangered, rare, or extinct). 

Develop an endangered animals 
charades game. You could choose to 
act out clues for five endangered 
animals to try and get your family to 
guess the correct animal. Remember, 
no talking is allowed! 

Create a diary with an endangered 
animal as the author. Be sure to write 
in first person. Try and have your 
diary include 5 or more entries such 
as: Introducing your family and 
habitat; Introducing the problem you 
are facing and why you are 
endangered; Put your animal in a 
dangerous situation and have them 
tell us what it is like; Explain how your 
animal solves problems; Tell us the 
fate of your animal…And/or come up 
with your own topic. 

 

4. For anyone who started this but did not finish, or perhaps wanted to do this 
now, here is the moral dilemma from last week: Remember, a moral dilemma is 
a conflict in which you have to choose between two or more actions, and both 
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have very important reasons for choosing each action. Please either email or 
post your thoughts when you are done.  

    The Bowhead Whale 
 The Bowhead whale is in danger of becoming extinct.  At the most, three 
thousand Bowheads are left in the world.  They live in the Arctic Ocean.  Russia, 
Japan, and the United States have all signed an agreement with the 
International Whaling Commission which says that they’ll stop killing these 
whales. 

 Alaskan Eskimos set out each spring to kill and bring in Bowhead whales.  
This is a ritual, or ceremony, an important part of their culture, which began a 
long time ago when the Eskimos needed the Bowheads for food.  
Environmentalists argue that the Eskimos can now meet their needs in other 
ways.  They believe that even though Eskimos today use high-powered motor 
boats and modern hunting weapons, many whales are lost and left to die rather 
than being brought in. 

 The US Government has asked the International Whaling Commission to 
go on letting the Eskimos hunt the Bowheads. 

Consider these questions, and then tell me what you think about this dilemma: 

1.  What’s the problem here? 
2. Was it right or wrong for the US to ask the Whaling Commission to let the 

Eskimos keep on killing the whales?  Why? 
3. The environmentalists and the Eskimos have opposing points of view.  

Which point of view is the right one?  Why? 
4. The US asked that only Eskimos be allowed to hung Bowheads—no one 

else.  What about a poor Alaskan fishing village inhabited by non-
Eskimos?  What if most of the people are unemployed and could use the 
money they’d make selling the Bowhead whales?  Should they be allowed 
to hunt them too? 

Remember…Don’t stress about the work…Enjoy the learning! 
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